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Analysis 

 
Ç Eleven incidents of piracy and robbery of vessels 

were reported in the Gulf of Guinea in January 2018. 

29 crew members and passengers of vessels were 

kidnapped off Benin and in Nigerian internal waters 

during four incidents in January 2018.  

 

Ç In January 2018 the Product Tanker, Barrett with a 

crew of 22 was hijacked from the Cotonou 

Anchorage, Benin. On 12 January 2018 pirates made 

contact with the owners, presumably to negotiate a 

ransom payment. The ship and crew were released 

on 16 January 2017. The fact that the pirates made 

contact with the owners would suggest that this is not 

a hijacking for oil product, but more likely a kidnap for 

ransom incident. Similar attacks can be expected. It is 

also likely that the ship was specifically targeted. 

Crew should increase watches during night in all 

anchorages in the Gulf of Guinea. 

 

Ç Three attempted robberies on Product Tankers were 

reported off Lagos while vessels were engaged in 

Ship to Ship (STS) cargo operations in January 2018. 

Six incidents were reported at Lagos anchorages in 

2017. 

 

Ç A high number of suspicious approaches and pirate 

attacks have been reported in the High Risk Area 

(HRA) off Somalia in recent months. Very few of 

these could be verified as pirate attacks. The danger 

exists that fishing vessels could be misidentified as 

pirate vessels and shot at by security teams, as 

fishermen in this area do often carry weapons for self 

protection.  

 

Ç Four fishermen were kidnapped from fishing boats in 

the Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh in January 2018.  

 

Ç Ten robberies were reported at Manila Anchorages, 

Philippines during 2017. Container Ships were 

targeted in all incidents. Survival and safety 

equipment are stolen. The Philippine Coast Guard 

(PCG) arrested five suspects after a similar incident 

on 1 January 2018. 

 

Ç Two incidents were recorded at Muara Berau 

Anchorage, Samarinda, Indonesia in January 2018. 

Nine robberies and attempted robberies were 

reported in 2017 at this anchorage.  

 

Ç A robbery at Puerto la Cruz Anchorage and an 

attempted robbery at Puerto Jose Anchorage, 

Venezuela, were reported in January 2018. Twelve 

incidents were reported at these anchorages in 2017. 

2017 
Incidents 
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Incidents 

2018  
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Incidents of Piracy and Robbery of Vessels: 2016 to 2018 
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Incidents by Region January 2017 to January 2018 

EAST AFRICA AND ARABIAN GULFWEST AFRICA INDIAN SUB CONT SE ASIA SOUTH AMERICA



BC C PMB MT TB FV PB

Americas 2 3

Indian Sub Continent 2 1 1

SE Asia 6 1 1 1

West Africa 1 1 2 5 1

East Africa/Arabian Gulf
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Type Vessel Code 

Barge 

Bulk Carrier 

Cargo ship 

Coast Guard/  

Patrol Boat 

Container 

Dhow 
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Offshore Supply 

Vessel 

Passenger Boat 

Roll-on-Roll-off 

Cargo Ship 

Tanker 

Tug 

Yacht 
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Nine incidents of piracy and robbery of vessels were reported in Southeast Asia in January 2018. Vessels 

were at anchor during seven incidents. Three incidents were recorded in the Malacca and Singapore 

Straits. One robbery and two attempted robberies were recorded at Muara Berau Anchorage, Samarinda, 

Indonesia in January 2018. Nine incidents were reported at this anchorage in 2017.  

 

 

Ç 1 January 2018 - The Container Ship, Polar Ecuador was boarded by robbers from the motor banca 

Shyrill at the South Harbour Anchorage, Manila, Philippines. The master alerted authorities and the 

PCG dispatched a fast patrol craft. They located the Shyrill and arrested the five suspects. Two 

suspects escaped by jumping overboard and swimming away. Some of the stolen items were recovered 

such as a welding machine, breathing apparatus, an extension cable and 20 litres of paint.1 Ten 

robberies were reported at Manila Anchorages, Philippines during 2017. Container Ships were targeted 

in all incidents. Survival and safety equipment are mostly targeted during the incidents. Life rafts, 

immersion suits, breathing apparatus and cylinders and fire fighting outfits were stolen. 

 

Feedback Abu Sayyaf Kidnappings 

 

Ç 19 January 2018 ï The two Indonesian captains from the fishing vessels SSK 00520F and SN 1154/4F 

kidnapped on 5 November 2016, 40 nm SE of Taganak Island, Tawi-Tawi, Philippines were released by 

Abu Sayyaf. La Utu bin La Rali  captain of SSK 00520F and Hadi bin La Adi  captain of SN 1154/4F 

were handed over to the governor of Sulu.2 

Indian Subcontinent 

Three incidents were reported in Bangladesh and  one in India in January 2018. A robbery was reported at 

Kutubis Anchorage, Bangladesh and an attempted robbery at Chittagong B Anchorage, Bangladesh. 
 

Arrests 

 

Ç 7 January 2018ï The Tanker Ocean 1, towed by the Tug, ASL Scorpio was boarded and robbed by 

three men from a fishing boat, 11nm off Gujarat, India. The master contacted authorities. On 11 

January 2018 the Marine Police arrested the robbers and recovered the stolen property.3 

 

Kidnapping of Fishermen 

 

On 20 January 2018 four fishermen were kidnapped for ransom while fishing near the  Dubla dry fish 

market in the Bay of Bengal, Bangladesh. A fishing trawler, nets and fish were also taken by the gang.4 
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East Africa and the HRA 

Ten attacks related to Somalian piracy were reported in 2017. Five vessels were hijacked off Somalia in 

2017. Four fishing dhows (Salama 1, Casayr II ï No 30, Aslin & Al-Kausar),  and a bunker tanker (Aris 13) 

were hijacked. Non of the confirmed hijackings led to payment of ransom. Somalian pirates clearly have 

the capability to hijack vessels and the threat of piracy still exists in this area.  

 

A high number of unverified suspicious approaches and pirate attacks have however been reported in the 

High Risk Area (HRA) in recent months. It is not clear why, keeping the Somalian piracy business model in 

mind, pirate financiers will keep financing pirate operations without any return on their investment. With a 

high volume of unprotected vessels, successful boarding of vessels should be possible. The danger exist 

that fishing vessels can be misidentified as pirate vessels and attacked by security teams as fishermen do 

often carry weapons for self protection in this area. It is however unlikely that fishing vessels would be 

carrying RPGs and ladders. 
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Several attacks in the HRA in recent months are linked to the conflict in Yemen. Ships with a military 

profile or with a sailing pattern associated with logistical support to either party in the conflict are more 

likely to be targeted. This includes oil tankers with links to parties in the conflict or vessels calling on 

Yemeni ports. Vessels finding shelter close to strategically located islands in the Gulf of Aden and the Red 

Sea can be seen as suspicious and targeted by forces occupying the islands. Although there is no direct 

threat to passing commercial traffic in the Gulf of Aden, the Red Sea and off the Yemeni coast by parties 

in the conflict, coincidental attacks are possible and have been reported in 2017. 

 

The International Chamber of Shipping, BIMCO and Intertanko has published the ñÏnterim Guidance on 

Maritime Security in the Southern Red Sea and Bab al-Mandebò to address the threats arising from the 

conflict in Yemen.5 (Find Link to document in Endnotes) 

 

The UK Hydrographic Office released their revised Maritime Security Charts (MSC) Q6099 and Q6111. 

The HRA as well as the CMF Maritime Security Transit Corridor are indicated in this charts. The Maritime 

Security Chart includes security related information, details of reporting schemes and regional contacts.6 

For charts go to the UKHO Website.7 
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West Africa 
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Eleven incidents of piracy and robbery of vessels were reported off West Africa in January 2018 of which 

nine were recorded off the Nigerian coast and internal waterways. Four incidents, one off Cotonou, Benin, 

and three on the Nigerian internal waterways, resulted in the kidnapping of 29 crew members. Three 

attempted robberies on Product Tankers were reported off Lagos while vessels were engaged in Ship to 

Ship (STS) cargo operations. Two attacks failed off Brass, Nigeria. An attempted robbery took place at 

Conakry Port, Guinea.  

 

Attacks off Brass 

 

Ç 24 January 2018 ï The Product Tanker, Ebunola was attacked by suspected pirates, approximately 

45nm south of Brass, Nigeria. The master issued a distress call on VHF. The pirates abandoned the 

attack when the Nigerian Navy responded.8   

 

Ç 24 January 2018 ï A Singapore flagged, Bulk Carrier was attacked in the same area where the 

Ebunola was attacked. The attackers approaching on speedboats fired on the vessel. The speedboats 

turned away as the Bulk Carrier increased speed.9 

 

Attacks on Internal Waterways 

 

Four attacks on Nigerian waterways were reported in January 2018 of which three resulted in the 

kidnapping of seven passengers. 

 

Ç 5 January 2018 ï  A passenger boat was attacked on the Brass-Nember Waterways, Nigeria. An 

accountant with the Nigerian Content Development Monitoring Board, NCDMB, Chief Numudogio 

Micah was kidnapped. N30 million (US$ 80 thousand) were demanded in ransom. He was released on 

13 January 2018.10 

 

Ç 10 January 2018 ï A passenger boat with three people onboard was attacked in the Foropa-

Azuzuama waterways, Southern Ijaw, Nigeria. The skipper was shot in the shoulder while one of the 

passengers, a soldier,  was kidnapped. A female passenger was left behind.11 

 

Ç 17 January 2018 ï Five oil workers employed by Sahara Energy were kidnapped while travelling on a 

boat on the border between Edo and Delta States, Nigeria. They were enroute to a offshore location at 

the time.12 

 

Ç 23 January 2018 ï Armed men launched an attack from two speed boats on a marine police gunboat 

attached to the Ogbia Division of the Nigeria Police. The attack occurred at the jetty of the marine base 

in Ogbia, Nigeria. Two police men were killed and an Assistant Superintendent of Police was injured 

during the attack. The attackers also stole a 200hp engine and two rifles.13 

 

MT Barrett Hijacking 

 

On 10 January 2018 at around midnight the partly laden Product Tanker, Barrett was hijacked from the 

Cotonou Anchorage, Benin. The vessel have a crew of 22. The On 12 January 2018 the pirates made 

contact with the owners. The ship and crew were released on 16 January 2017.14 The fact that the pirates 

made contact with the owners would suggest that this is not so much a hijacking for the product, but more 

a kidnap for ransom. It is not clear if the product was stolen. Similar attacks are likely. It is also likely that 

the ship was specifically targeted. The pirates would have been vulnerable if the operation became 

protracted and their geographical position became know, therefore the vessel was probably chosen for the 

owners ability to pay a ransom in the shortest possible time. The pirates would be most vulnerable in this 

scenario when they have to depart from the vessel after a ransom was received. 
 

 


