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C Between January and August 2018 the Gulf of
Guinea was the area worst affected by piracy and
maritime robbery worldwide. A high concentration
of incidents was found in Nigeria off Brass and
Bonny, as well as Lagos Anchorages and the
Lagos port complex. A high number of incidents
were also reported in the Malacca and Singapore
Straits, at Samarinda Anchorages, Indonesia and
Chittagong Anchorages, Bangladesh.

C The tanker, Pantelena with a crew of 19 was
hijacked off Libreville, Gabon in August 2018. The
vessel was released after nine days. The last
hijacking off Gabon was the hijacking of the tanker
MV Cotton in 2013.

C The likelihood of tankers hijacked for product in 20%8
the Gulf of Guinea in the next few months are Incidents
high. It is also likely that kidnapping of crew will
continue in the next few months in the Gulf of
Guinea, affecting any of the countries in the area,
but with a higher risk off Brass and Bonny,
Nigeria. v e

TATES

C Several anchorages reported high incidents in
2018. These are:

Muara Berau Anchorage, Samarinda,

Indonesiai 14

Altanin
Cezas

>

A Chittagong Anchorages, Bangladesh i ten

A Cotonou Anchorage, Benin i Five

A Lagos Anchorages and the Lagos Port
Complex i 23

>

Anchorages off Barcelona, Venezuela 1
nine
Port Au Prince, Haiti i five.

Although the risk to vessels transiting the Arabian
Sea and Gulf of Aden remains low to vessels not
affiliated with any of the warring parties in Yemen,
it is possible that vessels could be caught in the
crossfire. Vessels should refrain from anchoring or
slow steaming when possible, especially around
islands in the area. Vessels with a military profile
or with a sailing pattern associated with logistical
support to either party in the conflict are more
likely to be targeted.
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Incidents of Piracy and Robbery of Vessels: 2016 to 2018

Southeast Asia
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Incidents by Region August 2017 to August 2018
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Southeast Asia
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Five incidents of robbery of vessels were reported in Southeast Asia in August 2018. An attempted
robbery was reported at Muara Berau Anchorage, Samarinda, Indonesia. Fourteen incidents were
recorded at this anchorage in 2018. A robbery was reported about 2.6nm north of Tanjung Priok Port,
Jakarta, Indonesia. An attempted boarding of a berthed product tanker was reported at Insular Oil
Terminal, Davao, Philippines. A tug was boarded NE of Sabah, Malaysia.

C 10 August 20187 Ten masked men boarded the tug, Ever Alpha from speed boats while underway off
Tambisan Island, NE of Sabah, Malaysia. The tug was towing a barge carrying 3 900 tons of Crude
Palm Kernel Oil (CPKO) at the time. The crew locked access to the tug and contacted local authorities.
The masked men fled on approach of the security boat.!

C 19 August 20181 Two Malaysian flagged fishing boats with eleven crew were intercepted by two Thai
boats near Pulau Langgun, Langkawi, Malaysia. Conflicting reports from this incident emerged. The
intercepting boats were crewed by twelve Thais from Satun, amongst them three police members. They
claimed that they intercepted the fishing boat in Thai waters. The fishermen claimed that they were
robbed by the Thai nationals. Four Malaysians in the second boat were taken to the Thai coast. The
Malaysians contacted their marine police for help. One of the Thai boats was intercepted by Malaysian
authorities and four Thai suspects were arrested including the three policemen. Since then Malay
authorities released the policemen to Thai authorities. The policemen have been temporary suspended
while investigations are ongoing as it was found that they arrested the Malaysian fishermen in
Malaysian waters. They also work from Muang Satun Police Station and had no authority to intercept
fishing vessels at sea.?
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Indian Subcontinent
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Three incidents were reported in Bangladesh in August 2018. Two robberies on vessels at anchor were
reported at Chittagong Outer Anchorage and one off Kutubdia Anchorage. A general cargo ship was
robbed while at anchor approximately 2.75nm off Sagar Light, India.

East Africa, Gulf of Oman and the HRA

No piracy related incidents were reported off East Africa or the Arabian Sea in August 2018.

On 28 August 2018 the guided-missile destroyer USS Jason Dunham intercepted a dhow with 2521 x AK-
47s assault weapons in the Gulf of Aden.3

Copyright © 2018 L. Joubert

..



West Africa
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Two incidents of piracy and robbery of vessels were reported off the Gulf of Guinea in August 2018. A
tanker was hijacked off Gabon and an OSV was robbed off Onne Port Anchorage Area, Nigeria.

C 13 August 2018 7 At 23:00LT the owners of the tanker, Pantelena lost communications with the ship.
The Pantelena was at anchor approximately 18nm West of Libreville, Gabon at the time and was
expected to deliver 70 000 tons of oil to the Gabonese Petroleum Products Storage Company
(SGEPP). The Pantelena was crewed by 17 Georgians and two Russians. According to the Captain,
Lasha Gadelia, pirates came on board while his assistant was steering the vessel and threatened him
with firearms. The crew was locked in a cabin where they were held for nine days. The vessel was then
hijacked presumably for the cargo. The Lotus Shipping Company owned vessel was released on 23
August 2018.4
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Incidents Unrelated to Piracy
C 25 August 2018 i Government Security Forces deployed at a house boat in Cawthorne Channel,

Bonny, Nigeria were ambushed while they were busy with routine checks of a gas pipeline. One of the
security force members sustained gunshot wounds. So did some of the attackers.®
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Five robberies on vessels at anchor were reported in South America and the Caribbean in August 2018. A
robbery was reported at Macapa Anchorage, Brazil and an attempted robbery at Santos Anchorage,
Brazil. Two attempted robberies were reported at Guayaquil, Ecuador. An attempted robbery was also
reported at Port Au Prince, Haiti. It is the fifth incident reported at this anchorage in 2018.

C 12 August 20187 Four robbers boarded the Grimaldi owned ro-ro cargo ship, Grande Francia while at
anchor at Santos Anchorage, Brazil using a rope and a hook. The robbers started opening containers
on deck. They were spotted by the duty crew. On hearing the alarm they fled. Local police and customs
boarded for investigation. The next day, 13 August 2018, authorities seized 1.32 metric tons of cocaine
onboard. The drugs made up of 1202 tablets were in 41 sacks in two containers. On 7 August 2018
another Grimaldi vessel, Grande Nigeria was caught in an trafficking attempt as a speed boat came
alongside and lifted 18 suitcases to the ships cargo deck. They were caught by police and port security
on CCTV camera. Authorities ¢ o u | reéachdthe boat in time to arrest the perpetrators. The waterproof
suitcases contained 1.2 ton of cocaine. They were found in a container with rice and scrap. An
investigation was launched to investigate if port workers and crew were involved. Traditionally robbers
are known to steal the content of containers from container ships at Santos Anchorage, although the
last incident reported was in 2013. It is unclear if the robbery is connected to drug smuggling or if the
discovery of the drugs were coincidental.t
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